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To  the  Chairman  ard  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Medical  Officer’s  Report 
for  the  years  1945  -46.  This  report  is  somewhat  delayed  in 
publication  on  account  of  pressure  of  work  and  the  recent  changes 
which  have  taken  place  regarding,  my  appointment.  I  feel,  however, 
that  nothing  has  been  lost  by  the  delay  as  there  have  been  no 
outstanding  events  concerning  the  health  of  the  Borough.  I  would 
nevertheless  like  to  apologise  to  the  Records  Department  of  the 
Ministry  for  any  inconvenience  I  may  have  caused, 

A  perusal  of  the  following  statistics  will  show  that  Ossett 
has  continued  to  be  a  reasonably  healthy  Borough.  Our  Death  Rate 
shows  a  slight  decline,  while  the  Birth  Rate,  following  the 
national  trend,  has  increased.  It  is  particularly  satisfying  to 
note  that  the  number  of  stillbirths  has  dropped  and  that  for  two 
years  we  have  had  no  Maternal  Deaths,  as  this  reflects  credit  to 
all  who  are  engaged  in  Ante-natal  service.  The  Infantile 
Mortality  is  still  rather  higher  than  I  would  have  it,  but  as  the 
number  of  causes  of  death  are  so  diverse  and  often  well  beyond 
human  influence,  it  becomes  very  difficult  to  control.  However, 

I  am  in  constant  touch  with  everyone  working  in  the  field  and  am 
confident  that  they  all  give  of  their  best. 

Clinics  a nd  Treatment  Centres. 

Once  again  the  clinics  at  Croft  House  have  proved  a  valuable 
asset  .  to  the  town  and  their  popularity  can  be  judged  by  the  number 
of  people  attending.  The  Voluntary  Committee  have  given  excellent 
and  ungrudging  service  for  which  we  are  greatly  indebted.  The 
work  has  been  carried  out  smoothly  and  the  Ante-Natal  clinic 
backed  up  by  the  midwives  from  West  Riding  County  Council  has  been 
bote,  p  ;pular  and  efficient.  Extra  clinics  for  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  and  vaccination  against  small-pox  were  held  during  the 
years. 

Infectious  Disease, 

We  have  been  singularly  free  from  infectious  disease  and  apart 
from  a  small  epidemic  of  measles  in  1945  the  number  of  cases 
notified  compares  very  favourably  with  other  years.  Three  deaths 
from  infectious  disease  were . notified  which  demonstates  the  mild 
type  of  infection.  Cases  for  removal  to  hospital  were  once  again 
accommodated  at  the  Mitchell  Laithes  hospital  of  Dewsbury  Corporation. 
Our  arrangements  with  Dewsbury  Corporation  have  proved  entirely 

satisfactory  and  their  Fever  Hospital  is  certainly  the  most 
convenient  for  Ossett  cases. 


Water. 

T’  bulk  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  town  has  been  drawn  from 
our  r\r'  ate,:  undertaking  at  pildacre.  The  water  is  tested 
bacteriologicaliy  and  chemically  at  very  frequent  periods.  The 
reports  throughout  the  two  years  have  been  excellent. 

In  conclusion,  particularly  as  this  is  my  last  report,  may  I 
thank  the  Chairman  and  Committee  for  their  unfailing  support  and  I 
should  like  to  thank  all  those  with  whom  I  have  worked  as  I  have 
always  found  them  'to  be  interested  and  helpful. 

Yours  sincerely, 


JOHN  S.  COAD. 
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STATISTICS  OP  mHT!;  AREA 


Area:  3,332  acres. 

Population  (Census,  1931)  14,834 

Estimated  Population:-  1945  -  13,430. 

1946  -  14,070. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931)  ;  3,791. 

Rateable  value  of  property  within  the  Borough:-  1945  -  £69,868. 

1946  -  £69.  919 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate:-  £263. 


EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Number  of  Births. 


1945. 


1946. 


i  Live 
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Still. 
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Still.! 

At  Home. 
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Moorlands  Maternity  Home. 
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Staincliffe  County  Hospital. 
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Other  Maternity  Hospitals. 
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Birth  Rate:  1945 
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Rate  per  1,000  live  births.  1945  -  25.0 

1946  -  23.  2 


Deaths. 


Hal  e  s. 


Penial  e  s. 


Total. 


1945 

97 


1946. 
91 


1945. 

100 


1946. 

100 


1945. 

197 


1946. 
191  ■ 


Total  Death  Rate:  1945  -  14.6 

1946  -  13.  6 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  causes. 

Deaijh  Rate  from  ini  ants  under  1  year  per 
1,000  live  births. 

Deaths  from  Measles. 

Deaths  from  Cancer 
Deaths  from  V/ho  oping  Cough. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  Under  2  Years. 
Uartemal  Mortality  Bite  _ _ _ 


D e a 1 1 s  in  f> t  a  t  e d  causes  ur  ler  1  Year  of 


Toxa emia. 

(Premature. 

Congenital  Heart. 

•Broncho-Pneu:  aonia. 

pneumonia. 

enteritis. 

'Bronchiti  s. 

Con’genital  astrexia  of  small  intestine. 
Miliary  Tuberculosis. 

Erythroblastosis  Foetalis. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum. 

Rupture  of  the  Meningocele. 

Atalectasis  Pulmoram. 

_ _  Totals. 


1945.  1946. 


1 

5  6 

1  1 

4-  3 

2  1 

1 
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i 

I 
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1 

1 

_1 

19 


2 

1 
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CHILD  WELFARE. 

Clinics  and  fro  a  trie nt  Centres. 


!  - - - - 

Name. 

% 

Address. 

Sessions. 

l Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Croft  House. 

0 

Monday ,  2.  30-4.  30  p.m 
Thursday,  2.30-4  p.m. 

| Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

.DO  O  1  O  3  •'  O 

Twice  Monthly,  on  1st] 
and  3rd  Fridays. 

* Post-Natal  Clinic. 

"D  0  O  O  O  0-10 

Do. 

•  Diphtheria  Immune  sation. 

3-'  0  0  O  0  r»  3  O 

Weekly,  Thursday, 

Clinic. 

2.  0  p.  m. 

{Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments. 

TD  0  0  9  0  O  t  9 

Daily,  9.0  a.  m. 

Food. 

Dried  Mil 

h.  | 

Accessory  Food. 

1945. 

1946. 

1945. 

J  1946. 

f  s.  d.  f i  3.  Q. 

{Sold.  971  16  10  735  19  0 

piven  Free.  18  10  1  17  3 

•~c, 'Gr'dY 

486  1  13 

1.18  10 

—  o  '  S  i 

(jo  Do  m  o 

1174  15  11 

3  2  6 

j 

SAnt e-Natal  and  Post-Natal  CIini.es. 

i — - - - «„  - - - —  - 

1945. 

1946. 

f-  ’  J  >-*'■■■  “  —  ’ 

- 

[Number  of  Clinics  held. 

iNumb  e  r  of  exp  e  c  t  a  nt  mo  t  h  e  i:  s  re  gi  si  ere  d . 

fTransf erred  from,  previous  y ear. 

.Total  attending. 

Post-Natal  Cases  attending. 

^Mothers  receiving  Dental  Treatment. 

‘Cost  of  Dental  treatment.  _ 

24 

171 

60 

231 
'  4 

9 

£4.  7.  6. 

24 

244 

51 

295 

2 

8  i 

£7.  17.6. 

r 


t 
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Health  Visitor.  Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  hy  the  Health 

Visitor:- 


[Number  of  cases  notified  (excluding 
Tuberculosis) 

i Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital 
(excluding  Tuberculosis) _ _ _ 


167 

22 


50 

24 


The  following  cases  w e r e  not i t i e d : ~ 


Pneumonia. 

Scarlet  Fdver. 
Diphtheria. 
Whooping  Cough. 
Measles. 
Meningitis. 
Puerperal  Pyrexia. 


No  of 
cases. 

1945. 

Removed  to 
hospital. 

Died. 

No 

ca 

— 

1 

11 

11  ■ 

— 

12 

10 

10 

1 

9 

1 

14 

— 

125 

- 

— 

33 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

{1946. 

>f  Removed 
;  s.  tohosp. 


1 

11 

Q 


r> 

i 


■ 

To  expectant  mothers. 

To  children  Under  1  year. 

First  visits. 

Total  visits. 

To  children  between  1  and  5  years. 

Total  visits. 

Total 

1945. 

1946. 

„  ' 

206 

1727 

1546 

52 

295 

872 

649 

3312 

1868 

jfl-nnr'  Ailments  Clinic.  .  _ 

j 

: 

f 

Minor  Ailments. 

Test  Feeds. 

1945. 

1946. 

785 

168 

602 

72 

....  ■  j 

p-ppvoi  nner  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 

• 

i 

1  1945. 

1946. 

- 


Died. 


1 


nnhtPs'l  mi  a  Neonatorum.  There  have  been  no  cases  of  the  above  notified 

^ -  during  any  of  the  three  years. 


Tuberculosi 1 


1945. 


Numb  or  of  cases  notified.  ( Pr  1  ai° ila r ^ )  . 

Number  of  cases  notiiiid  (Non  Pulmonary) 
Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis. 

(Pulmonary) 

Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis 

(other  forms) 


8 

1 

0.  29 

Nil. 


1946. 


7 

0.  14 

Nil. 


t. 


\ 


. 
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g£lfses_of  Death_ during  the  yoargjPQAK  nnd 


1946, 


Cause  of “Death! 


1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid. 

2.  Measles, 

3.  Scarlet  Fever. 

4.  Whooping  Cough, 

I  5,  Diphtheria, 

6.  Influenza 

7.  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis. 

8.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System. 

10.  Other  Tuberculosis, 

11.  Syphilitic  Diseases. 

12.  General  Paralysis  of  Insane,  Tabes, 
jl3.  Cancer. 

|14.  Diabetes. 

:15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  etc. 
jl6.  Heart  Disease. 

|17.  Other  Circulatory  Disease. 

II  8 .  Bronchitis, 

19.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

20.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases. 

21.  Peptic  Ulcer. 

22.  Diarrhoea  (Under  2  years) 

23.  Appendicitis. 

24.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver. 

25.  Other  Digestive  Diseases, 

26.  Acute  and  Chronic  Ncphri  ' is. 
j27.  Puerperal  Sepsis. 
j28.  Other  Puerperal  Sepsis, 
j29.  Congenital  Debility,  Prei. . 

|30. Serility. 

1 31. Suicide, 

32, Other  Violence. 

33.  Other  Defined  Diseases. 

34. Ill-defined  Diseases  or  not  known. 

35.  Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over) 


Totals, 


et' 


to  Firth 


1945, 

M.  F. 

1946 

M.  F. 

1 
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1 
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— 
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— 
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»— 

— 
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1 

— 

— 

— 

12 

17 

12 

14 

1 

— 

1 

— 

■6 

11 

10 

19 

38 

31 

19 

27 

7 

3 

4 

4 

1 

1 

7 

6 

8 

7 

3 

4 

— 

— 

~ 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

*- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

4 

3 

— 

- 

4 

3 

3 

2 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

c  4 

4 

2 

1 

4  | 

12 

- 

- 

2 

I  - 

n 

6 

3 

10 

7 

8 

10 

*■— 

•-4 

— 

— 

* 

i 

J 

97  j 

100 

I 

j 

91 

100 

Calendar  year  1945. 


164,017.000  gallons  from  Pildacre  Waterworks 
1647017.  000 


Calendar  y-n-  ] 0/6.  1 63.  098. 000  gallons  from  Pildacre  Waterworks. 

22, 018, Q00  gallon^  from  Wakefield  Waterworks. 

185, 116, 000 


